
Fall 2021: Week 5

PUTTING YOUR SON’S STORY
IN CONTEXT



 

T H E  P R I N C I P L E

 UNTIL WE KNOW THE STORY WE ARE IN WE WILL NEVER KNOW THE CHARACTER WE ARE CALLED TO BECOME.

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOUNG MEN GET A SENSE OF A LARGER STORY AND TRADITION, SO THEY HAVE SOME

CONTEXT FOR LIVING WELL

A l l  g r e a t  s t o r i e s  r e q u i r e  c o n t e x t  f o r   

meaning depth

Without a sense of context and story, how will your son learn understand the

wisdom of the past? How will he draw strength and nourishment from his

roots? If he has no understanding of the past, your son may fall into the

temptation to believe that the only things that have ever mattered are

about him. A lack of context can produce a myopic sense of selfishness

and a lack of honor for those who have laid the foundation of his life.

The goal of putting your sons’ story in context is not to heap historical

burdens on him but to give him the gift of understanding. The goal is

backstory, not prejudice or obligation. Though hard to get right, there is

tremendous value in your son knowing the things that have shaped you, and

the implications of those realities in his own life.

judges 2:10-13

Deuteronomy 6:7-12

hebrews 12:1

Philippians 1:6



 

WHEN WILL YOU GO?

Ideal dates for your work schedule?

Ideal dates for your son’s schedule?

Ideal dates for your family’s schedule?

What extra help will you provide for your wife to make up for your absence during this

trip?

Money for wife.

Time alone for wife so she isn’t overwhelmed.

Chore helps for wife.

Emotional support.

Time alone for wife when you get back.

Time for the both of you to debrief what happened on the trip.

How do all these details merge together for best possible date?

Best possible date for the trip is.

S T O R Y  C O N T E X T  T R I P

Final thought. How much time do you think it will take to do this well?

Your son will not appreciate being shuffled quickly through the schedule like a tourist in

your life. He will be young. Aim to process key memories and moments with him and fill it

with tons of fun that he will enjoy and remember in between the heavier moments.



WHERE WILL YOU GO?

Which parts of your timeline and story are important for you son to know and understand?

Place 1:

Place 2:

Place 3:

Place 4:

WHAT WILL YOU DO?

What special things can you do that will make this trip memorable for you son? What will

create bonding moments that last a lifetime?

Fun activity 1:

Fun activity 2:

Fun activity 3:

Fun activity 4:

 



VALUES IMPORTATION SESSIONS.

What memorable way can you show and impart you values to your son? What will help

impress them upon him?

Value 1:

Value 2:

Value 3:

Value 4:

TIME WITH EXTENDED FAMILY TO HEAR AND UNDERSTAND FAMILY

STORY.

Who would it be helpful for you son to spend time with to get an understanding of your

family? Is there a family historian of sorts? Any family archives? Any old VHS tapes you can

dig out to create context?

Family member 1:

Family member 2:

Family member 3:

Family member 4:

Remember you want this trip to put his story in context and help him understand more

about you. This extended time at the start of your journey can lay a powerful foundation

for the rest of your years together. Don’t skimp on it, cram it in somewhere, or wing it. You

can tell your story well. Give that gift to your son.

 



WHAT WILL MAKE THIS A WIN FOR YOU?

At the end of this trip, what needs to happen for you to think deep in your heart, “I did that

right?” Go after that.

WHAT WILL MAKE THIS ENJOYABLE FOR HIM.

At the end of this trip what needs to happen for your son to say, “Best trip ever.” Go

after that.

SOME CONSIDERATIONS

Some of you have tried to break away from your past and distance yourselves from your

family of origin. Some of you have deep wounds and anger at things done to those of

you in your family. Others may have family who have died, or relationships that need

reconciliation. Don’t let this stop you from starting a new family story.

We have the gift of being born into the kingdom of God. New story, new grace, new

legacy. Focus on that.

Visit a gravesite and tell a life story if you have to.

Have key people write letters to your son explaining family dynamics.

Get creative. Get redemptive.

Your story is waiting to be told. Your son’s story is waiting to be written. Resolve to set

the context well.
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