NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 4

INTRODUCTION

The Advent season is a four week period before Christmas
that celebrates the anticipation and coming of Jesus Christ,
the Messiah. The origin of "advent" is from the Latin word
adventus which simply translates "coming" or "arrival".
Not only is the Christian meaning for preparation and
celebration of the coming of Jesus Christ, his birth at
Christmas, but also to celebrate the new life when someone
accepts Jesus Christ as their Savior, and lastly, the anticipation
of Jesus returning again.

The Four Weeks of Advent
The four Sundays of Advent each have a specific theme or focus. The
purpose of each theme is to spend time reflecting on the true meaning
of the season - the life of Jesus Christ. The goal should be to come
before God with a sincere heart and to worship Jesus Christ. To help
the observation of these weeks, many churches led their congregation
through Advent Readings. This tradition includes the reading of
Scriptures that reflect the theme of each week. Whether in a traditional
church or at home with your family, these Bible verses are a great
way to reflect on the promise of the Messiah both yesterday, today,
and tomorrow.

Week 1: Hope (or promise)
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7:
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living
in the land of deep darkness, a light has dawned...For to us a child is
born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will
accomplish this.”

Week 2: Preparation (or waiting or prophecy)
Isaiah 40:3-5:
“A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way for the
Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the
rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And
the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it
together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’”

Week 3: Joy (or peace)
Matthew 2:10-11:
“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.”

Week 4: Love (or adoration)
John 3:16-19:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because they have not believed in the
name of God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has
come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light
because their deeds were evil.”
Crosswalk.com

NOVEMBER 28

The First Promise
Christmas marks the beginning of God’s process to restore our
relationship with Him through a New Covenant. The world waited
thousands of years for God’s promised Savior, and then, finally, He
was here. The One who would forever defeat sin and death became
God with us.
As we enter this Advent season, focus on the fulfillment of God's
first promise. Recognize that God is true to His Word, and meditate
on the truth that He loves you so much that He sent His perfect
Son to be born into a sinful world so that He could have a
relationship with you.
Prayer: Father, I’m amazed that Your first response to our sin was
a promise that it would not keep us apart forever. Thank You for
choosing from the very beginning to send Jesus to make a way for
us to be in relationship with You. As we approach Christmas this
year, give me a deeper revelation of what You accomplished as He
came into the world. Let me experience the joy You felt when Jesus
was born and the fulfillment of Your promise was set in motion.

NOVEMBER 29

Talk About A “Christmas Miracle!
After God first gave the promise of the Savior, He began revealing
specific truth about the King who was to come through human
vessels: prophets. More than 680 years before the birth of Jesus,
God told the prophet Isaiah that the Savior would have a virgin
mother and would be God Himself in the flesh. The accuracy of
this one claim alone is miraculous, especially given how many
years the world waited for the fruition of the promise.
As we celebrate this remarkable holiday, try wrapping your mind
around the odds stacked against Jesus coming to earth as
predicted. It’s pretty much impossible to fathom! Our only logical
response is worship—in gratitude and total awe. The Word tells us
there is no limit to God’s power, and these numbers are certainly
proof of that. He is worthy of our wonder.
Prayer: Father, You are amazing. I can’t even begin to understand
how You wove the story of Jesus together before He was born.
I am in awe of Your infinite power and wisdom. Thank You for
the miracle of Your Son. Help me never lose sight of how great
You are.

NOTES

NOVEMBER 30

Redemption For Deferred Hope
You’ve probably heard the proverb, “Hope deferred makes the
heart sick.” But did you know Jesus was born because God
redeemed a long-deferred hope?
If you are facing deferred hope today, rest assured that God has
redemption for this season and will bring about a greater return
than you can imagine. Though you can’t see the purpose in it now,
one day, you will. Hold on to God’s promises! Like Sarah, you will
experience that, “A longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”
Prayer: Father, thank You for being a God of Your Word. Just like
You fulfilled Your promise to Sarah, I trust that You will fulfill Your
promises to me. Thank You in advance for using the difficult
seasons of my life for a greater purpose. I am honored to be a
part of the work that brings You glory.

DECEMBER 1

Humble Beginnings
Bethlehem was a small town, insignificant in comparison to
bigger cities in the area. In the Message Paraphrase of Micah 5:2,
Bethlehem is referred to as “the runt of the litter.” Why would
God choose to come to earth in such an unimportant location?
Does it seem like a worthy birthplace for the King of Kings?
The thing is, God has never been interested in the world’s
definition of greatness. Wealth, fame, popularity, power—none
of these are noteworthy to God. Paul told the Corinthians, “God
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.” What
He can do in someone’s life is not limited by their earthly status.
If Bethlehem was “the runt of the litter,” how much more glory
would God receive for establishing the life of His Son there?
Where Jesus’ journey began did not determine what He could
accomplish for the Kingdom. Isn’t it the same with us?
Prayer: Father, thank You for not allowing the lowest points of
my life to limit my potential. Thank You for giving divine purpose
to someone as imperfect as me. I praise You for Your amazing
power that carries me in moments of weakness. I know that no
matter where I started, You will take me where You want me to
go. Thank You, Jesus, for showing me that incredible things
begin in humble places.
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DECEMBER 2

Righteousness Restored
After Jesus was born, He continued to live in righteousness His
entire life. He was perfect, staying close to God and following
His Father’s plan without hesitation. On the cross, He made a
transfer. 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “For our sake He made Him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the
righteousness of God.” When Jesus died for us, He took on all
of our unrighteousness and put it to death, giving His
righteousness and intimacy with God to us.
Remember, God’s love for us is not based on anything we do
or do not do. It’s based only on what Jesus has already done.
Romans 5:8 says, ”God shows His love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” The Righteous One was
born on Christmas to show us God’s love in the most powerful
way possible, by making us righteous in His sight.
Prayer: Father, You are full of amazing grace! I receive Your
righteousness today by faith in Your Son, Jesus. I realize that
You are pleased with me only because of what Jesus has done
for me. Thank You, Jesus, for covering me. Strengthen me with
the confidence that I am secure in Your Righteousness. Help me
remember I haven’t earned it myself so I can serve You with
humility and gratitude all my life.

DECEMBER 3

The King Above All Kings
This King would be known for His compassion and His rescue of
the needy and distraught. He would defeat oppression and
violence, and it would be obvious that His people were precious
to Him. For these reasons, David declared that all kings would bow
down to Him and all nations would serve Him.
David recognized that deep compassion and care for God’s people,
as well as warring against and forever defeating oppression, were
the signs of a perfect King—one whose moral judgment and
selflessness would never be compromised. In addition to being
the moment the Savior came into the world, Christmas marked
the beginning of the legacy of eternity's greatest King. Jesus will
continue to reign long after the kings and kingdoms of this world
pass away, and we will get to live under the covering of His perfect
love forever.
Prayer: Jesus, I honor You as the King of my life here on earth and
throughout eternity! I can’t wait to experience the purity of Your
leadership as the brokenness of this world falls away. Thank You for
coming to earth and beginning Your journey to the throne among
us. I’m so grateful You care for me deeply and will always advocate
for me as my King. I love You and submit myself to Your perfect
ways.

DECEMBER 4

“Sar Shalom” Prince of Peace
When Jesus came to earth, He came to lead a broken world to a
place where we could be made whole again. He came to reconcile
us with God, bridging the gap created by our sin. Jesus came to
soothe our anxieties and give us a sound mind. The peace He
brought into the world at Christmas allows us to be content and
rest in Him no matter what chaos surrounds us.
Whatever you might be facing in this season—sickness, a broken
relationship, depression, or loneliness—allow Jesus’ peace to
comfort you right where you are. You don’t have to get to the end
of your struggle to experience wholeness. Jesus wants to quiet
your spirit with His love and perfect your trust in Him. You can
weather this storm complete in Him.
Prayer: Jesus, thank You for coming to bring me peace. I recognize
today that I can rest in You, no matter what I’m going through.
Whenever fear or heaviness threaten my peace, help me run to
safety in You. Lead my spirit into the wholeness that is available
in You.
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