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Welcome to The New City Catechism Curriculum!
Parents today can feel ill-equipped when it comes to training 
their children theologically and nurturing their spiritual growth. 
Its ok if you feel this way! Many of us do. It is why we are 
excited to equip you with this incredible tool! 

The New City Catechism Curriculum is designed to help your 
children grow to be theologically sound, confident, virtuous, 
and courageous followers of Christ. It consists of fifty-two 
lessons, one for each week of the year. Each lesson corresponds 
to one of the questions taught in The New City Catechism book. 

So What Is a Catechism?
A catechism is a collection of biblical doctrines, assembled 
into a question-and-answer format. The term comes from 
the New Testament word katecheo, which simply means 
“to teach or instruct.” This biblically derived process has 
proven hugely influential at critical points in the history of 
the church. We believe the church needs this ancient 
practice more than ever to equip Christ’s people to stand 
fast in the face of an ever-changing, often hostile culture.

What Is This Curriculum Designed to Do?
Catechize Children
Children are constantly learning. Their inquiring minds 
soak up information at a spectacular rate. They are 
trying to make sense of a complex and ever-changing 
world, seeking to acquire the skills to survive—and even 
thrive—in life. As they learn, a framework of understanding 
is established in their minds. This is called a worldview. All 
children and adults observe and interact with the world 
through their personal worldview. It is a thrilling and great 
responsibility to raise children and shape their understanding 
of the world, how it works, and their unique purpose in it. 
To catechize children is to give them a coherent and 
extensive system of thought that equips them to confidently
interpret the world and their experiences in the world 
through a biblical framework. It also nurtures in children a 
love for and understanding of the essential doctrines for 
the Christian faith. To catechize children is to lay deep and 
strong biblical foundations for a lifetime of faith.



Memorization
Memorization is an essential element of this curriculum. Many 
children’s programs concentrate on practices such as Bible Study, 
prayer, fellowship and evangelism and at times can be superficial 
when it comes to doctrine. In contrast, this catechism will take 
students through the Apostle’s Creed, the Ten Commandments, 
and the Lord’s Prayer—a balance of biblical theology, practical 
ethics, and spiritual experience. Also the catechetical discipline of 
memorization drives concepts deeper in the heart and naturally 
holds students more accountable to master the material than do 
typical discipleship courses. Helping your children to learn the 
questions and answers of the catechism and the corresponding 
Scriptures is also a communal experience that will benefit both 
parents and children. 

Develop Virtue
The New City Catechism Curriculum is designed to help 
children not only learn sound doctrine but also to learn 
how to respond to it and live it out in their lives. Each 
lesson in The New City Catechism has a Virtue Vision 
covering one of ten Christian virtues that connects in 
some way with the catechism question. The virtues are 
Awe, Forgiveness, Gratitude, Honesty, Hope, Humility, Joy, 
Love, Perseverance, and Trust.

The emphasis and intention of The New City Catechism 
Curriculum is to shape and a�ect the hearts of the 
children who engage with each lesson, with the hope 
that the catechism will contribute greatly to the nurture 
of godly, mature, and virtuous young men and women. 
This is definitely not about behavior modification, but 
rather helping children to respond with keen heart 
awareness to God’s Word as they encounter it in and 
through the catechism and curriculum. The curriculum 
seeks to develop in children a mature Christian character, 
shaped by Scripture, that will be countercultural and s
triking in our world. By cultivating the capacities for 
character in both the heart and mind, this curriculum 
prepares children to love God and others. 

We hope and 
pray that you 
and your child 

will enjoy 
this journey to 
knowing God 

and loving him 
more!



WEEK 21
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is 
born,
to us a son is giv-
en;
and the govern-
ment shall be upon 
his shoulder,
and his name shall 
be called
Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.

Prayer:
Son of God and 
Son of Man, for 
generations you 
were prophesied. 
Only One who is 
both divine and 
human could live in 
perfect obedience 
and be a fitting 
sacrifice on our 
behalf. There is no 
other way to God 
but by you. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What sort of Redeemer is needed to bring us back to God?

Answer (Memorize):
One who is truly human and also truly God.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. How can Jesus be fully human and fully God?
2. Why is Jesus described as God the Son?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Forgiveness
Forgiveness 
In this lesson we are going to spend a few moments talking about why 
Jesus being fully God and fully man is necessary for our forgiveness. 
Imagine that someone in your class walked up to you and slapped you in 
the face. While you were still in shock, a di�erent student in your class 
who saw you being slapped walks up and tells the person who slapped 
you, “I forgive you.” How would that make you feel? Can someone forgive 
another person for you?

It is the person who has been sinned against that has the ability to extend 
forgiveness. 

We have all sinned against God because we’ve broken his holy law. We 
can’t forgive each other for this, only God can. Because Jesus was truly 
God, he was able to bring forgiveness down to us. We have sinned against 
him, but he has chosen to forgive us and make us his own! 

How will knowing that God forgives our sins against him will a�ect you 
when someone else sins against you?  Should it make you more eager to 
forgive?

FRIDAY • Activity:
Assign each verse reference to a child. Have the children take turns read-
ing the passages aloud to identify whether they’re describing Jesus’s di-
vinity or humanity. Invite them to put a D, H, or DH beside each reference. 

John 1:14, Titus 2:13, 1Timothy2:5, Matthew28-18, John 11:35, John 1:1, 
Galatians 4:4, Luke 11:17, Hebrews 4:15, Luke 2:7, John 4:6, Matthew 4:2



WEEK 22
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Hebrews 2:17
Therefore he had 
to be made like his 
brothers in every 
respect, so that he 
might become a 
merciful and faith-
ful high priest in 
the service of God, 
to make propitia-
tion for the sins of 
the people.

Prayer:
Faithful High 
Priest, you were 
tempted in every 
way as we are, yet 
you remained per-
fect in your obe-
dience. Thank you 
that you know our 
weakness. Keep us 
from excusing or 
denying our sinful-
ness. We joyfully 
accept your ex-
change. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Why must the Redeemer be truly human?

Answer (Memorize):
That in human nature he might on our behalf perfectly obey the whole 
law and su�er the punishment for human sin.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. If Jesus was fully human, doesn’t that mean that he was sinner?
2. Did Jesus become less God when he lived on earth?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Vision
In February, 1941, a monk named Maximilian Kolbe was arrested in Poland 
and was eventually sent to Auschwitz, a Nazi concentration camp. While 
he was at the concentration camp, a prisoner escaped, and in retaliation 
the guards chose ten men to punish by starvation and death. One of the 
chosen men, Franciszek Gajowniczek (pronounced Fran-sis-ek Ga-jown-
izek), was deeply distressed at the thought of dying and leaving his 
family. Maximilian Kolbe o�ered to take Franciszek’s place. After weeks of 
starvation, Maximilian was eventually murdered instead of Franciszek. He 
had taken another man’s place and had willingly su�ered death to save 
his friend’s life. Maximilian Kolbe was motivated by the great humility and 
love that he saw in Jesus, who left the glory of heaven to come to earth 
and die so that he might save people from their sins. Maximilian showed 
the same humility and love when he died for his friend. 
What feelings do you have in response to this story? What feelings might 
Franciszek have had? What do you think motivated Maximilian, Fran-
ciszek’s lifesaver?
“How is love humble?” and “How might the humility and love of Jesus 
a�ect how you live your life and how you love others?”

FRIDAY • Activity:
Have the children write out the memory verse or catechism answer on 
the sticky notes, one word per note. Stick the notes up on the wall, out of 
order. Task the children with putting the words in order on the wall.
Read the memory verse or catechism answer through with the children 
several times and then begin to remove some of the sticky notes until the 
entire verse or catechism is memorized.



WEEK 23
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Acts 2:24
God raised him up, 
loosing the pangs 
of death, because 
it was not possible 
for him to be held 
by it. 

Prayer:
God the Son, be-
cause of our sin, 
we could never 
bear the wrath of 
God or overcome 
death. Only you, 
the Holy One, 
could su�er the 
just punishment 
for sin and defeat 
death. Thank you 
for making a way 
for us to God, to 
enjoy him eternally. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Why must the Redeemer be truly God?

Answer (Memorize):
That because of his divine nature his obedience and su�ering would be 
perfect and e�ective.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Why did Jesus not save himself if he was God?
2. Why didn’t God redeem people another way?

THURSDAY • Virtue: AWE
What is the opposite of being humble? Can you recall a time when you 
acted proud? Do you feel tempted to boast or brag about your  greatness 
when you do something well?
Is there a di�erence between confidence and pride? Jesus had every rea-
son to act proud—he is
God himself! But instead, he humbled himself to become a little human 
baby in order to save us. What would look like for you to be humble in-
stead of proud?

FRIDAY • Activity:
On individual pieces of paper write the following instructions: 

• Croak like a frog. 
• Squeak like a mouse. 
• Speak with an accent. 
• Whisper like the wind

Give each person a piece of paper with one of the instructions on it. Their 
challenge is to say the memory verse or catechism answer in the way that 
their instructions require. After each person has said the memory verse 
in one style swap instructions and say it in another style. (Alternatively, 
you say the catechism or verse while impersonating your favorite cartoon 
character or actor...i.e. Donald Duck, Skooby Doo etc.)



WEEK 24
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Colossians 1:21–22
And you, who once 
were alienated and 
hostile in mind, do-
ing evil deeds, he 
has now reconciled 
in his body of flesh 
by his death, in or-
der to present you 
holy and blameless 
and above re-
proach before him. 

Prayer:
Atoning Savior, 
thank you that you 
didn’t turn back, 
but endured all the 
way to death on 
the cross, and be-
yond. Because of 
your death, we can 
live eternally. With 
this knowledge, 
help us face our 
own deaths with 
courage, faith, and 
hope. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Why was it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer, to die? 

Answer (Memorize):
Christ died willingly in our place to deliver us from the power and penalty 
of sin and bring us back to God.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. If God didn’t have to redeem anyone, why did he choose to?
2. Did Jesus die to reconcile and redeem everyone?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Love
In this activity, we will respond to God’s great love as displayed in Jesus 
by writing a love letter to him. Consider how understanding God’s love 
for you a�ects how you might love others. Remember that Gods love 
was costly and sacrificial. How might you love others sacrificially? Take a 
few minutes to brainstorm opportunities to love others sacrificially. Write 
down a goal to challenge yourself to love others well in the coming week. 
Be as specific as possible!

FRIDAY • Activity:
You will need drinking straws and either two sets of the memory verse 
or catechism answer cut up into individual words. (Before you assign 
this challenge, ensure that the size of the words and weight of the paper 
makes this task possible.) 
This will be a relay race! Divide into two teams. Place one set of words 
on a table at the opposite end of the classroom for each team. They must 
run to the end of the table and suck one of the words onto the end of 
their straw and bring it back to their team. As each child returns, the next 
should run out. The first team to assemble the verse wins. (The verse can 
be read before the relay to provide a little help.)



WEEK 25
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
2 Corinthians 5:21
For our sake he 
made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, 
so that in him we 
might become the 
righteousness of 
God. 

Prayer:
Forgiving Fa-
ther, when we are 
covered in the 
righteousness of 
Christ, you re-
member our sins 
no more. You have 
put them as far as 
the east is from 
the west. Help us 
not to doubt your 
forgiveness, your 
mercy, or your 
love, but come to 
you boldly as your 
beloved children. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Does Christ’s death mean all our sins can be forgiven?

Answer (Memorize):
Yes, because Christ’s death on the cross fully paid the penalty for our sin, 
God will remember our sins no more.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Does this mean that I will never sin again?
2. Does this mean I can sin as much as I want then?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Joy
In the movie, “Inside Out,” the character named “Joy” personifies the 
emotion of joy and her main aim is to make Riley happy. She loves fun 
and tries to find the bright side of every situation! Joy just wants Riley to 
be happy. Do you think that joy is always about being happy? Can joy be 
felt even when things are not going so well?” What about today’s lesson 
can bring you joy, even when things aren’t going your way. Christians can 
have joy because of what Jesus has done for us. It doesn’t matter if every-
thing is going well or if life isn’t very fun. Joy can always be experienced 
by remembering the great swap made on our behalf.

FRIDAY • Activity:
When someone hurts another person, that person’s heart is crumpled 
like a piece of paper. Ask everyone to crumple a sheet of paper into a 
ball. Then uncrumple it and using a crayon or marker draw a heart on the 
paper and fill it in. 
Forgiveness starts the mending process between two people, but deep 
hurts can still leave cracks in the heart. Notice how the creases in the 
paper e�ect the heart. When you allow Jesus to come into your broken 
places and heal your hurt with His forgiveness, that which was incurably 
wrinkled and broken on its own becomes fresh and new again. Give each 
person a fresh sheet for the wrinkled one and let them draw the same 
heart representing forgiveness.



WEEK 26
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Colossians 1:19–20
For in him all the 
fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 
and through him 
to reconcile to 
himself all things, 
whether on earth 
or in heaven, mak-
ing peace by the 
blood of his cross.

Prayer:
Creation’s Re-
deemer, the world 
will not always be 
as it is now, fallen 
and groaning for 
the fullness of your 
kingdom. Thank 
you that, ultimate-
ly, you will make 
all things new. We 
rejoice that your 
redemption ex-
tends to the world 
you have made. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What else does Christ’s death redeem?

Answer (Memorize):
Every part of fallen creation.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Why does the full restoration not happen now?
2. What in creation will be redeemed?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Hope
What kind of things do you hope for? A new bike? Good grades in school? 
Your best friends to be put in your class?  How does hope help you to 
look forward to the future? Hope allows us to anticipate the future and 
feel joyful even when our current situation may not be all that we would 
wish. On a piece of paper write the word HOPE at the top. Make a list of 
the things that you look forward to in God’s restored creation.

FRIDAY • Activity:
You will need a box of alphabet cereal. Your challenge is to write out the 
memory verse or catechism answer using  alphabet cereal. Alternatively 
you can cut out the letters from a magazine or printed advertisement and 
arrange them to make the memory verse or catechism answer. Read the 
verse and answer aloud while you do this activity to aid memorization.



WEEK 27
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Romans 5:17
For if, because 
of one man’s 
trespass, death 
reigned through 
that one man, 
much more will 
those who receive 
the abundance of 
grace and the free 
gift of righteous-
ness reign in life 
through the one 
man Jesus Christ.

Prayer:
Sovereign Savior, 
there is salvation 
in no one but you, 
and you save ev-
eryone who calls 
upon your name. 
We would never 
have called upon 
you if you had not 
brought us from 
death to life. We 
do not fully under-
stand your electing 
love, but we con-
fess that neither 
we nor anyone else 
deserves it. Amen

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Are all people, just as they were lost through Adam, saved through 
Christ? 

Answer (Memorize):
No, only those who are elected by God and united to Christ by faith

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. What happens to those who aren’t saved through Christ?
2. How do I know if I’m one of the elect?
3. Why do we need to bother telling people about Jesus if God has 
            already chosen the elect?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Gratitude
What about this lesson makes you feel gratitude? Why should knowing 
we were not chosen because there was anything special about us make 
us even more grateful? In your prayer journal, write a letter of thanks to 
God for choosing to adopt you into his family. If you do not have a journal 
consider starting one and make this your first entry.

FRIDAY • Activity:
Choose a sport that everyone enjoys to watch or follows regularly. On 
a piece of paper, make a list of the players who you would want to be 
on your All-star Team. They can be past or current players. Why did you 
choose these athletes? Was it because they are the quickest, the stron-
gest, the most athletic or the best leader? Now reflect on how God choos-
es members of his family. Does he choose in the same way that we do? 
According to the Bible, God does choose the members of his family but 
not based upon ability, intelligence, beauty, or goodness. When we talk 
about God’s choosing, we call it election. He chooses purely by his own 
will, not because of anything in us. How does it feel to know that God has 
chosen you? 



WEEK 28
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
John 3:16–18, 36
For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that who-
ever believes in him 
should not perish but 
have eternal life. For 
God did not send his 
Son into the world to 
condemn the world, 
but in order that the 
world might be saved 
through him. Whoever 
believes in him is not 
condemned, but who-
ever does not believe 
is condemned already, 
because he has not 
believed in the name 
of the only Son of God. 
. . . Whoever believes 
in the Son has eternal 
life; whoever does not 
obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath 
of God remains on him. 

Prayer:
Judge of All the Earth, 
we tremble to think 
of the judgment that 
awaits all outside your 
covenant. Before it is 
too late, may those we 
love be reconciled to 
you so that they do 
not su�er the punish-
ment that is theirs, and 
would have been ours, 
apart from you. Amen. 

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What happens after death to those not united to Christ by faith?

Answer (Memorize):
They will be cast out from the presence of God, into hell, to be justly pun-
ished, forever.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. How do I know if I’m going to heaven?
2. What about those who have never had a chance to hear about 
           Jesus?
3. If God doesn’t want people to perish, why didn’t he elect every
            one?

THURSDAY • Virtue:  Honesty
What does it mean to be honest with God? 
God expects us to be honest. The ninth commandment teaches us not to 
lie. God also expects us to be honest with him. He demands honesty from 
his children. He sees our hearts, so we couldn’t hide anything from him if 
we tried!  
Psalm 62:8 says,“ Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart 
before him; God is a refuge for us.” If you have found this week’s lesson 
troubling, the best thing you can do is pour out your heart to God in hon-
esty. You can tell him if you feel scared or that you don’t understand. You 
can be honest with your parents and church leaders about it too.

FRIDAY • Activity:
Read the parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31. Use pens, 
markers or crayons to make a comic book strip to tell the story. What 
have you observed about heaven and hell from this story?



WEEK 29
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Ephesians 2:8–9
For by grace you 
have been saved 
through faith. And 
this is not your 
own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a 
result of works, so 
that no one may 
boast.

Prayer:
Merciful One, we 
renounce our pride 
and all pretensions 
of self-righteous-
ness, and we come 
to you in repen-
tance and faith. We 
trust your death 
to give us life. We 
praise you for the 
gift of salvation. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
How can we be saved?

Answer (Memorize):
Only by faith in Jesus Christ and in his substitutionary atoning death on 
the cross.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. What happens to those who don’t repent and believe in Jesus?
2. How can we be sure that we are saved?
3. Can we lose our salvation?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Trust
On October 13th 2010, the “Chilean mining accident” ended when thir-
ty-three men, trapped 3 miles below the surface of the earth were res-
cued after 69 days. Three separate drilling rig teams, nearly every Chilean 
government ministry, the United States’s space agency, NASA, and a 
dozen corporations from around the world cooperated in completing the 
rescue. The men were winched to the surface one at a time, in a special-
ly built capsule, as an estimated 5.3 million people watched via video 
stream worldwide. With few exceptions all were in good medical condi-
tion with no long-term physical e�ects anticipated.
Consider how the trapped miners might have come to the decision to 
trust the men and women who were attempting to save them. Why do 
people trust firefighters or paramedics to save their lives? 
When you are in a life-threatening situation, you trust the men and wom-
en who are equipped and trained to save you. It’s easy to place your trust 
into the hands of another when there is no other way out. We need a 
“Super-Savior” to rescue us from death. Ephesians 2:1—10 has identified 
someone who is trustworthy and able to save. Do you consider Jesus 
to be trustworthy? Why or why not? What concerns do you have about 
trusting Jesus? Jesus is the only one who is able to save you and bring 
you from death to life.

FRIDAY • Activity:
This activity is called “20 Questions.” Each person gets a chance to pick 
a life saving profession and the others have 20 questions to guess what 
profession it is. For example, it could be a firefighter, a surgeon, a police 
o®cer etc. You can continue the game by guessing figures from the Bible.



WEEK 30
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Galatians 2:20
I have been cruci-
fied with Christ. It 
is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who 
lives in me. And 
the life I now live 
in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me 
and gave himself 
for me.

Prayer:
Author of Our 
Faith, we believe 
that you are who 
you say you are. 
Your Word is truth, 
and it reveals you 
as our only hope 
of salvation. We 
believe your prom-
ises, walking by 
faith, not by sight. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What is faith in Jesus Christ?

Answer (Memorize):
Receiving and resting on him alone for salvation as he is o�ered to us in 
the gospel.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Can I be sure I have the gift of faith?
2. What if I realize I’ve been trusting in something besides Jesus?

THURSDAY • Virtue:  Trust
Imagine that there are two parachuters. One is a confident jumper and 
has no fear at all. The other is jumping for the first time and is nervous. 
She is not sure that her parachute will work. She is afraid. Nevertheless, 
both people jump out of the plane and land safely. The first jumper had 
a lot of faith, but the second didn’t have very much faith. How did the 
amount of faith of the jumpers a�ect their ability to land safely? Even 
though the second jumper had only a little faith, she still exercises trust in 
the parachute by jumping out of the plane. Her safety was not dependent 
on the strength of her trust, but on the strength of her parachute. 
If you ever get worried that you are not trusting God enough or that you 
don’t have enough faith, you can remember that your salvation is not de-
pendent on the amount of faith you have, but on the strength and trust-
worthiness of Jesus to save you! 

FRIDAY • Activity:
Parents, give each letter in the alphabet a number, and then write the 
memory verse or catechism question and answer out in a number code. 
The children will have to decipher the code in order to crack the memory 
verse. You could tell the children that A=1, B=2, etc. Present the children 
with the coded memory verse or catechism question and answer and ask 
them to figure out what it says by cracking the code.



WEEK 31
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Jude 3
I found it necessary 
to write appealing 
to you to contend 
for the faith that 
was once for all 
delivered to the 
saints.

Prayer:
Maker of Heaven 
and Earth, make 
the startling claims 
of our faith come 
alive to us. Let us 
not divorce theo-
logical truth from 
the history of your 
salvation, which 
occurred in time 
and space. Let 
us not waver in 
unbelief, but rest 
our lives upon the 
truth that you raise 
the dead. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What do we believe by true faith?

Answer (Memorize):
We believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, su�ered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the commu-
nion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Do I just need to know the words of the Creed to be a Christian?
2. Why does the Apostles’ Creed say we believe in the catholic 
            church?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Awe
You will need stickers, markers, paper and glue to make bookmarks. Use 
theApostle’s Creed as the theme for the bookmarks. While you work on 
your bookmarks, consider what happens to people when they do not 
have an awe of God. People who deny the truth given to us in the Bible 
demonstrate that they have a small view of God: they do not hold him in 
awe. People who are willing to die to preserve the faith have a great deal 
of awe. Their view of God is so big that they will not betray him, even if it 
costs their lives. Do you feel a sense of awe when you think of those who 
have given their life for the faith?

FRIDAY • Activity:
“Stand for the Truth!” Read the following statements. If they are true then 
stand up. If they are false then sit down.

1. The Apostles’ Creed is found in the Bible word for word. 
2. The Apostles’ Creed was written by the apostles. 
3. The Apostles’ Creed is a summary of the true Christian faith. 
4. Everything written in the Apostles’ Creed is taught in the Bible. 
5. The Apostles’ Creed refers to all three persons of the Trinity. 
6. Jesus is seated at the left hand of the Father. 
7. Only the dead will be judged. 
8. Jesus rose from the dead after two days. 
9. The Apostles’ Creed says that Jesus didn’t su�er. 
10. The Apostles’ Creed declares that Jesus is the Son of God.

Answer Key
1.False 2.False 3.True 4.True 5.True 6.False 7.False 8.False 9.False 10.True



WEEK 32
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
1 Peter 1:1–2
To those who are 
elect exiles . . . 
according to the 
foreknowledge of 
God the Father, in 
the sanctification 
of the Spirit, for 
obedience to Je-
sus Christ and for 
sprinkling with his 
blood: May grace 
and peace be mul-
tiplied to you.

Prayer:
Our Savior and 
Lord, you have 
completed the 
work of our justi-
fication. You have 
begun the work of 
our sanctification, 
and we trust that 
you will carry us 
through to its com-
pletion. Transform 
us day by day into 
your likeness, con-
forming us to your 
ways. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What do justification and sanctification mean?

Answer (Memorize):
Justification means our declared righteousness before God. Sanctification 
means our gradual, growing righteousness.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. How do I know I’ve been justified?
2. Will I be able to feel the Holy Spirit working?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Joy
Do you think you could be joyful even if you were being persecuted like 
the Christians Peter was writing to in 1 Peter 1:1-2? Peter is comforting the 
Christians who have been rejected because of their faith by reminding 
them that they are the “elect exiles,” those whom God has chosen. They 
are his holy chosen people.  Peter also encourages them by explaining 
that the Holy Spirit will use persecution to sanctify them, making them 
more like Christ.
Joy is di�erent from happiness. Joy is being confident in who God is 
and what he has done, is doing, and will do! The Bible lists joy among 
the “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22). As the Holy Spirit works on Christians 
through sanctification, you will have increasing joy, even if your circum-
stances are not good. 
Have you ever known someone who showed a lot of joy even though he 
or she had a hard life? How can Peter’s words prepare you for di®cult 
times?

FRIDAY • Activity:
Give each person a blank sheet of paper. At the top of one side of the 
paper write, “What Jesus is Like.” List as many attributes and qualities of 
Jesus that you can think of (for example, “loving, joyful, compassionate,” 
etc). Then on the top of the other side of the paper write, “Becoming 
More Like Jesus.” On this page write down as many qualities of Jesus that 
you need help growing in. Take some time to pray and ask the Holy Spirit 
to help you grow in these areas.



WEEK 33
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Galatians 2:16
Yet we know that 
a person is not 
justified by works 
of the law but 
through faith in 
Jesus Christ, so we 
also have believed 
in Christ Jesus, in 
order to be jus-
tified by faith in 
Christ and not by 
works of the law, 
because by works 
of the law no one 
will be justified. 

Prayer:
One and Only 
God, keep us from 
trusting in good 
works or living in 
such a way that 
we imply they are 
the grounds of our 
salvation. Let us 
glorify your grace 
by leaning our 
whole weight upon 
it, staking our lives 
on the promise 
that you are the 
beginning and the 
end of our salva-
tion. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Should those who have faith in Christ seek their salvation through their 
own works, or anywhere else? 

Answer (Memorize):
No, everything necessary to salvation is found in Christ.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Does this mean that to trust Christ, I shouldn’t keep the law? 

THURSDAY • Virtue: Perseverance
Write down on a piece of paper what  the word perseverance means to 
you. 
(To persevere means to keep going no matter how di®cult things get, 
even if you have to wait a long time to see any concrete results.) 
Many great things only happen after a lot of hard work over a long period 
of time. Can you think of some great things that happened in history that 
took perseverance (i.e. Moses freeing the Israelites, the Wright Brothers 
creating the first airplane and Jackie Robinson integrating major league 
baseball)? 
The book of Galatians was written to a group of people who needed to 
be reminded to persevere. They started out believing that their salvation 
came by grace alone through faith, but then some people convinced them 
that to be saved they also had to keep the law. They needed to forsake 
this wrong teaching and persevere in the truth. Will it be easier or harder 
to persist in the Christian life trusting that salvation comes through faith 
alone?

FRIDAY • Activity:
You will need pieces of paper and markers, crayons or color pencils. Using 
these materials, make a sign that says, “Jesus + Anything = Nothing.” Cre-
atively decorate your signs. Use this sign to remind yourself that the only 
way to salvation is through Jesus. To add anything to Jesus makes the 
gospel useless. As you create the sign discuss some things that people 
try to add to the equation (for example being kind, avoiding sin, religious 
practices etc).



WEEK 34
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
1 Peter 2:9–12
But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for 
his own possession, that 
you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who 
called you out of dark-
ness into his marvelous 
light. Once you were not 
a people, but now you 
are God’s people; once 
you had not received 
mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. Beloved, 
I urge you as sojourners 
and exiles to abstain from 
the passions of the flesh, 
which wage war against 
your soul. Keep your con-
duct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when 
they speak against you 
as evildoers, they may 
see your good deeds and 
glorify God on the day of 
visitation.

Prayer:
Heavenly Father, you 
have saved us from sin. 
Let us not continue in 
it as if we were still en-
slaved to it. You have 
given us commands 
that are the path of 
life. Let us treasure 
those commands. May 
all who know us see 
our good works and 
glorify you because of 
them. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through Christ alone, must we still 
do good works and obey God’s Word?

Answer (Memorize):
Yes, so that our lives may show love and gratitude to God; and so that by 
our godly behavior others may be won to Christ.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. How do I know if I’m a citizen of heaven?
2. Will God be angry with me if I ‘m not good at living a thankful life
3. How do I know if I’m trusting in my good works to save me or if I’m 
            doing them out of gratitude for my salvation?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Forgiveness
Members of God’s family will show their gratitude to God by how they 
live and how they treat others. Think about someone who has done some-
thing for you this past week that you are grateful for. What can you do to 
show your gratitude? It could be a friend, family member, church leader 
or neighbor. Think of something creative and meaningful that you can do 
to show your appreciation.

FRIDAY • Activity:  
Read the memory verse several times (since this week’s verse is long, you 
may want to pick a smaller portion to memorize). Once you believe that 
you can remember the memory verse ask one person to close their eyes 
while the others read the verse aloud. Before reading the verse, the group 
will pick one word. Instead of saying that word out loud, they will clap in 
its place. The volunteer must identify the missing word. Repeat the pro-
cess several times with di�erent missing words.



WEEK 35
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Titus 3:4–6
But when the 
goodness and 
loving kindness 
of God our Savior 
appeared, he saved 
us, not because of 
works done by us 
in righteousness, 
but according to 
his own mercy, 
by the washing of 
regeneration and 
renewal of the 
Holy Spirit, whom 
he poured out on 
us richly through 
Jesus Christ our 
Savior.

Prayer:
Holy Spirit, you 
sought us when we 
could not seek you 
because we were 
dead in our tres-
passes and sins. 
You are the giver 
of our faith; none 
of us would believe 
apart from your re-
generating grace, 
by which you make 
hearts of stone 
into hearts of flesh. 
Let us put aside all 
boasting in light of 
your undeserved 
mercy. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Since we are redeemed by grace alone, through faith alone, where does 
this faith come from? 

Answer (Memorize):
From the Holy Spirit.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. If God has to give faith, does that make me like a robot with no 
            choice about what to believe?
2. Can I feel the Holy Spirit at work inside me?
3. Do all Christians have the Holy Spirit living inside them?

THURSDAY • Virtue:  Perseverance
Support and encouragement help people persevere. Are you better at 
keeping long-term goals or short-term goals? What is a long-term goal 
that you have set for yourself?  

People are more likely to give up quickly if they’re on their own than if 
they’ve got someone helping and supporting them. How much do you 
think the encouragement of fans helps athletes and sports teams per-
form? How has the support of others a�ected you?

The Holy Spirit gives us faith, he doesn’t leave us. He stays with us, en-
couraging and equipping us so that we can persevere as we run the race 
of faith. How does knowing that the Holy Spirit is always with you help 
you to persevere in the Christian life. How can you help encourage others 
to persevere?

FRIDAY • Activity:
The Bible references below speak of the role of the Holy Spirit. Look up 
each of the Bible verses listed below and on a separate sheet of paper 
write down what the role or job description for the Holy Spirit each verse 
describes.  

1. John 14:16
2. John 14:27
3. John 15:26
4. John 16:7-8
5. John 16:13
6. Romans 8:11
7. Romans 8:26 

(Possible answers: 1. helper, 2. giver of peace, 3. helper and teacher, 4. 
helper and convictor of sin, 5. teacher of truth, 6. giver of life, 7. helper in 
prayer)



WEEK 36
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
John 14:16–17
And I will ask the 
Father, and he will 
give you another 
Helper, to be with 
you forever, even 
the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world 
cannot receive, 
because it nei-
ther sees him nor 
knows him. You 
know him, for he 
dwells with you 
and will be in you.

Prayer:
God Our Help, 
we thank you for 
sending your Spirit 
to live in us. Thank 
you that he chas-
tens and disci-
plines, strengthens 
and comforts us. 
Let us live the life 
of faith in his pow-
er, not our own. 
Let us walk the 
path of obedience, 
filled with his joy. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What do we believe about the Holy Spirit?

Answer (Memorize):
That he is God, co-eternal with the Father and the Son.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. When does the Holy Spirit come to live in Christians, and can they 
            feel it?
2. If the Holy Spirit is a person, why can’t I see him?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Love
We usually associate love with Valentine’s Day, puppies, our favorite 
sports teams, or other things that make us feel good. Some things and 
people are easy to love. But some are not so easy to love. Describe a 
situation in which it is hard to show love. One reason God has given us 
the Holy Spirit is to help us learn how to love when it isn’t easy. The Holy 
Spirit has always been in relationship with the Father and Son. They have 
a perfect relationship of love, even though they are three di�erent per-
sons with di�erent roles. Because the Holy Spirit lives in us, he is willing 
to coach us through di®cult situations to help us love di®cult people. 
Think of some scenarios in which it is di®cult to show love and imagine 
some of the ways the Holy Spirit, our helper, might coach us through a 
loving response to a di®cult person. If time permits, you can role play the 
scenarios.

FRIDAY • Activity:
You will need to be able to listen to Shai Linne’s song, “Triune Praise” 
(search on YouTube, Amazon music, Spotify etc).  As you listen, write 
down the words about the Trinity that stand out to you--especially the 
Holy Spirit. You may decorate the words with crayons, markers or color 
pencils. 
What makes the Holy Spirit unique in the Trinity? 
What questions do you have about the Holy Spirit? 



WEEK 37
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Ephesians 6:17–18
And take the hel-
met of salvation, 
and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is 
the word of God, 
praying at all times 
in the Spirit, with 
all prayer and sup-
plication. To that 
end keep alert with 
all perseverance, 
making suppli-
cation for all the 
saints.

Prayer:
God the Spirit, 
have your way 
in us. Shine your 
light on the secret 
sins of our hearts. 
Equip us for tasks 
that are too large 
for us. Make us 
glad in what de-
lights you. Inter-
cede for us and 
open our eyes to 
rightly understand 
the Word of truth. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
How does the Holy Spirit help us?

Answer (Memorize):
The Holy Spirit convicts us of our sin, and he enables us to pray and to 
understand God’s Word.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Why do I need the help of the Holy Spirit?
2. What is the di�erence between the Holy Spirit and my conscience?
3. Why do I need to pray if the Holy Spirit is praying for me?

THURSDAY • Virtue:  Honesty
Do you appreciate honesty? How do you feel when people lie to you or 
hide the truth from you? Hebrews 6:18 says that God cannot lie. Since we 
have learned that the Holy Spirit is himself God, we know that the Holy 
Spirit cannot lie. An honest and truthful character is evidence of the work 
of the Spirit in the life of the believer influencing our actions. 
The answer to this week’s catechism question says that the Holy Spirit 
convicts us of sin. We use the word convict when someone is arrested 
and found guilty of a crime. When people are convicted, they are given 
a punishment. If the Holy Spirit “convicts” you of lying or telling a half 
truth, is he going to send you to jail like a judge would? The answer is no. 
Consider why that is. Jesus has taken our punishment. But though our 
punishment has been taken, we still need the conviction of the Holy Spirit 
so that we can confess our sin to the person we have sinned against. It is 
hard to tell someone else we’ve lied to him or her, but the Holy Spirit is in 
us to give us courage to do the right thing.

FRIDAY • Activity:
You will need construction paper, markers, tape and scissors. Use the craft 
items to make a sword. Be as creative as possible! There is no wrong way 
to do it. Write on the sword, “the Sword of the Spirit.” You can also write 
the sixty-six books of the Bible on it or your favorite Bible verse. As you 
craft your sword, discuss what the sword of the Spirit is and how it will 
help you stand firm in Jesus in his world.



WEEK 38
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Psalm 62:8
Trust in him at all 
times, O people; 
pour out your 
heart before him; 
God is a refuge for 
us.

Prayer:
Our Great Ref-
uge, thank you 
for calling us to 
prayer. You are not 
far away; you are 
near, and you hear 
us when we pray. 
Let us pour out our 
hearts to you with-
out ceasing. Let us 
pray without guile, 
bringing our true 
selves before your 
throne of grace. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What is prayer? 

Answer (Memorize):
Prayer is pouring out our hearts to God.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. If God knows everything, why do we need to pray?
2. Does prayer actually change anything?
3. Members of other religions pray. What makes Christian prayer 
            di�erent?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Gratitude
Prepare a whiteboard, poster board, or several sheet of paper for a list 
sixty-two items long. You will probably need to write small and make 
multiple columns. 
In a good relationship, we can give thanks for lots of things. Thanksgiving 
is a kind of prayer in which we express our gratitude to God. In Psalm 62, 
this week’s Bible passage, David wrote down the things that caused him 
to praise God. 
On the whiteboard or paper, see how many things you can come up with 
that you are grateful for. Can you make it to sixty-two? To get there, you 
may need to be very specific about the things you are grateful for. Noth-
ing is too small or insignificant to give thanks for!

FRIDAY • Activity:
Randomly choose a form of communication from the list below. Then act 
it out so that the other person can guess which one it is. You may think of 
some other forms and act them out as well.

• Talking 
• Letter 
• Email 
• Phone call 
• Text message 
• Facebook 
• Skype 
• Facetime 

We have many types of communication in the world today; the game 
included just a small selection. God loves to communicate with his people 
through the Bible and prayer. God speaks to his people through his Word 
and then invites us to speak in response to him in prayer.



WEEK 39
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Philippians 4:6
Do not be anxious 
about anything, 
but in everything 
by prayer and 
supplication with 
thanksgiving let 
your requests be 
made known to 
God.

Prayer:
Loving Father, we 
come to you in 
the name of your 
beloved Son. Give 
us perseverance in 
prayer, even when 
we do not immedi-
ately see answers. 
Let us believe that 
you will not keep 
back any good 
thing from us, and 
trust that you will 
withhold those 
things we seek 
that would harm 
us. Your ways are 
higher than our 
ways, and we en-
trust our requests 
to your sovereign 
kindness. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
With what attitude should we pray?

Answer (Memorize):
With love, perseverance, and gratefulness.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Why does it sometimes seem like God isn’t hearing or answering 
            our prayers?
2. Are some situations too unimportant to pray about?
3. What will having the peace of God feel like

THURSDAY • Virtue:  Perseverance
Persevere means to keep going, even if you have to wait a long time to 
see any concrete results. In 1844, a passionate evangelist named George 
Müller began praying every day for five of his friends. After many months, 
one of them became a Christian. Ten long years went by, but then two 
others were converted. The fourth man became a Christian after Müller 
prayed for him for twenty-five years! Still the fifth friend did not believe. 
Müller persevered in prayer for him until Müller died, which meant he 
prayed for him for fifty-four years. He never gave up hoping that he would 
accept Christ. His faith was rewarded, for soon after Müller’s funeral the 
fifth friend believed! 
Now that is persistence that paid o�! Is there someone in your family, in 
your neighborhood, at your school, job or circle of friends that you want 
to know Jesus Christ as their savior. Begin to intentionally pray for them 
today.

FRIDAY • Activity:
Read Philippians 4:8 aloud. In your prayer journal, or notebook, write 
each word in this verse that we are to reflect upon on its own sheet of 
paper (i.e. write “true” on one page, “honorable” on a page, and “just” on 
a page, etc). Take some time to reflect on each word. You can draw a pic-
ture, write a story, give an example, or write a personal definition. Reflect 
on as many as you have time for today, continue to reflect on the others 
throughout the weekend.



WEEK 40
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY

Scripture:
Ephesians 3:14–21

For this reason I bow my 

knees before the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is 

named, that according to the 

riches of his glory he may 

grant you to be strength-

ened with power through 

his Spirit in your inner being, 

so that Christ may dwell in 

your hearts through faith—

that you, being rooted and 

grounded in love, may have 

strength to comprehend 

with all the saints what is 

the breadth and length and 

height and depth, and to 

know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge, that 

you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to 

do far more abundantly 

than all that we ask or think, 

according to the power at 

work within us, to him be 

glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, forever and 

ever. Amen.

Prayer:

God Who Hears, let your liv-

ing Word shape our desires 

and our prayers. May it chal-

lenge us to pray for things 

that don’t seem possible. 

May it inform our view of 

you as we approach you as 

beloved sons and daughters. 

May it drive us to our knees 

as we recognize our need of 

you. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What should we pray?

Answer (Memorize):
The whole Word of God directs us in what we should pray.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Is it wrong to pray for physical or material things?
2. Must we always copy prayers found in the Bible?
3. How do we pray for non-Christians?

THURSDAY • Virtue:  Trust
James 5:16 says, “Pray for one another.” It takes trust to ask someone to pray for 
you. 
Read this story together:
“What’s the matter, Jessica?” Angela asked.  She could tell that Jessica was up-
set about something. She was acting strange all day. At lunch she had chosen to 
sit alone, something  that she never does. 
“Oh, it’s kind of embarrassing,” said Jessica. “I don’t think I want anyone to 
know.” 
“You can tell me,” said Angela. “Then I can pray for you about it.” 
“I guess you’re right,” Jessica began. “Last night, my mom found lice in my little 
sister’s hair. I’m so embarrassed. I don’t have it, but my mom still made me use a 
special shampoo that smelled really bad. Will you pray that I won’t get lice?” 
“Sure I will!” said Angela. Angela went back to sit with her friends. Even though 
she was still sitting alone, Jessica felt better until she realized that all the oth-
er girls were looking in her direction. Their eyes were wide. Then they started 
laughing at her. Jessica had told them about the lice! 
Has something like this ever happened to you? What is the trustworthy way to 
respond when someone shares a prayer request in confidence?

FRIDAY • Activity:
People often pray in ways that go against what the Bible teaches. You are going 
to hear some prayers. If the prayer you hear agrees with what the Bible teaches, 
then you should stand on your right foot. If the prayer goes against something 
the Bible teaches, then you should stand on your left foot. (Make sure everyone 
knows which is the left foot and which is the right!) Practice a few times switch-
ing from the right to left foot. Support one another if necessary. 
Read these sample prayers aloud:

•  Father, I know I won’t be happy unless I can have the thing  I want the most for Christ-
mas, so please come through for me. (L) 
•  Father, help me to be content with what I have. If it would be good for me, I would like 
a new bike. (R) 
•  Father, don’t let my mom find out that I stole money from her purse. (L)
•  Lord, forgive me for lying to my dad. Help me to have the courage to confess to him. 
(R) 
•  Father, I know you have the power to heal. Please heal my grandmother. (R) 
•  Father, thank you that it is always your will to heal us. Thank you that if we believe you 
have healed us, we won’t ever need medicine. (L) 
•  Father, my little sister has messed up my room for the fifth time this week. I know you 
can’t expect me to forgive her. (L) 
•  Father, help me to forgive my big brother for shouting at me. Help me to remember 
that because you have forgiven me, I should forgive others. (R)



WEEK 41
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Matthew 6:9
Pray then like this: 
“Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed 
be your name...

Prayer:
Our Father in 
Heaven, when we 
pray the prayer 
that you taught us, 
keep us from recit-
ing empty words. 
Let these petitions 
be the cries of 
our hearts. Bring 
your kingdom on 
earth to us and 
through us for your 
great name’s sake. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What is the Lord’s Prayer?

Answer (Memorize):
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Can we pray for things not mentioned in the Bible?
2. Do we always have to use the pattern of the Lord’s Prayer?
3. Will God always answer our prayers?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Humility
We see Jesus’ example of humility In the Lord’s Prayer when he asked 
his Father to provide daily bread. Where does bread comes from. Think 
through the steps that have to happen before it bread can come to you.
  •  Someone bought it at a grocery store or bakery. 
  •  Someone baked the loaf. 
  •  Someone mixed the ingredients. 
  •  Someone ground wheat into flour. 
  •  Someone picked the wheat from the field. 
  •  Sun and rain made the wheat grow. 
  •  Someone planted the wheat. 
A lot of steps go into providing our daily bread. The richest person in the 
world probably thinks he doesn’t need to ask God for his daily bread—he 
can buy his own! But which of those steps is something that all the money 
in the world can’t make happen? Only God can send the sun and rain. No 
matter how wealthy or powerful we get, we could never even provide our 
own bread without God sending us what we need. Realizing this should 
make us humble. 
In the Lord’s Prayer it reminds us to be humble. When we pray “forgive 
us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors,” it reminds us that 
none of us is any better than another. We all need God’s forgiveness. That 
should humble us!

FRIDAY • Activity:
In your journal or notebook, write a prayer inspired by the model of the 
Lord’s Prayer. It should include words of praise, requests about God’s 
work in the world, requests for your needs, a request for forgiveness, and 
a request for help. You can make your prayers more specific to your needs 
than the Lord’s Prayer. For example, you can list out more needs than just 
bread. You can also ask forgiveness for specific sins. This is meant for 
God’s eyes alone.



WEEK 42
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
2 Timothy 3:16–17
All Scripture is 
breathed out by 
God and profitable 
for teaching, for 
reproof, for cor-
rection, and for 
training in righ-
teousness, that 
the man of God 
may be complete, 
equipped for every 
good work.

Prayer:
Giver of the Word, 
help us to treasure 
your Scriptures as 
our most precious 
possession. May 
it be in our minds 
and on our lips. 
Let it transform 
our thinking and 
reform our living. 
Make us attentive 
students and de-
voted servants of 
your perfect Word. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
How is the Word of God to be read and heard? 

Answer (Memorize):
With diligence, preparation, and prayer; so that we may accept it with 
faith, store it in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. What should I do when I don’t understand the Bible?
2. Can I admit that I find the Bible boring?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Hope
Think of a time when you or your friends have felt a lack of hope. Per-
haps it may have been when a family member was really sick. Maybe it 
was before a di�cult test that you did not study for. Maybe lost some-
thing important and you have given up hope of ever finding it. In times 
like these, we can turn to God’s Word to restore our hope. God’s Word 
will not promise any particular outcome to the kind of situations we’ve 
talked about. It does not promise your family member will get better, or 
that you will do well on your test or that you will find your lost item. But, 
it does give us hope that God will use every circumstance for the good of 
his children. Look up Romans 8:28 in the Bible. How does Romans 8:28 
encourage us to hope, even in hard times?

FRIDAY • Activity:
Hope 
Think of a time when you or your friends have felt a lack of hope. Per-
haps it may have been when a family member was really sick. Maybe it 
was before a di�cult test that you did not study for. Maybe lost some-
thing important and you have given up hope of ever finding it. In times 
like these, we can turn to God’s Word to restore our hope. God’s Word 
will not promise any particular outcome to the kind of situations we’ve 
talked about. It does not promise your family member will get better, or 
that you will do well on your test or that you will find your lost item. But, 
it does give us hope that God will use every circumstance for the good of 
his children. Look up Romans 8:28 in the Bible. How does Romans 8:28 
encourage us to hope, even in hard times?



WEEK 43
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Romans 6:4
We were buried 
therefore with him by 
baptism into death, 
in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory 
of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness 
of life 

Luke 22:19–20
And he took bread, 
and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to them, saying, 
“This is my body, which 
is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of 
me.” And likewise the 
cup after they had eat-
en, saying, “This cup 
that is poured out for 
you is the new cove-
nant in my blood.”

Prayer:
Giver of the Gospel, 
you have given us 
signs of your grace 
that can be seen, felt, 
and tasted. Help us to 
observe them accord-
ing to your commands. 
May they turn our eyes 
away from ourselves 
and onto your saving 
work. Keep us from 
exalting the signs in 
any way that distracts 
us from the Savior to 
which they Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What are the sacraments or ordinances?

Answer (Memorize):
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Does it matter if people who aren’t Christians take the Lord’s Sup-
            per?
2. Do the bread and wine become Jesus’s actual flesh and blood?

THURSDAY • Virtue: AWE
You will need a bright green leaf and a leaf that has changed its color. If 
you can’t find colored leaves use pictures of green and changing leaves.
Every year leaves appear to change colors when it becomes cooler out-
side and days become shorter. It can be beautiful—so beautiful that peo-
ple feel a sense of awe and wonder at God’s amazing creation. Not only 
can the beauty inspire awe, but understanding why the leaves seem to 
change color is also amazing.
Do you know what chemical makes leaves green? Chlorophyll is the 
chemical that helps convert sunlight and carbon dioxide into energy for 
the plant and is also green in color. However, chlorophyll is not the only 
chemical in leaves. Other chemicals in leaves, such as carotenes or xan-
thophyll, are also found in carrots and give them an orange color. 

When the days become cooler, the chlorophyll in the leaves begins to 
break down and the green color disappears. Once the green is gone, 
you can see the other colors that were in the leaf all along—the yellows, 
oranges, or reds. It is amazing to uncover what was once hidden by the 
green pigment. 
Similarly, our participation in the sacraments doesn’t create something 
new. Instead, it reveals the work that God has already done in our lives. 
Just like the change in seasons allows us to see the red, orange, and yel-
low colors that were always in the leaves, so too the sacraments help us 
to see God’s saving grace in our lives. It is truly amazing!

FRIDAY • Activity:
Baptism is a sacrament and one of the first acts of obedience for a Be-
liever in Christ. If you have not been baptized, take a moment to find 
out when the next Baptism class will be and make plans to attend or ask 
questions. If you have already been baptized, take a moment to reflect on 
that moment. This would be a great opportunity to find photographs, and 
retell stories about the moment.  What were you feeling when you were 
baptized?  What did you feel before and after you were baptized? What 
made you want to be baptized? Why was it so important for you to be 
baptized? How did that act of obedience encourage your faith?



WEEK 44
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Matthew 28:19
Go therefore and 
make disciples of 
all nations, bap-
tizing them in the 
name of the Father 
and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer:
Cleansing One, we 
cannot purify our 
own hearts, but 
must come to you 
to wash away our 
sin. Thank you for 
water baptism, 
which does not 
save us but por-
trays our salvation 
and unites us as 
one people, your 
adopted sons and 
daughters. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What is baptism?

Answer (Memorize):
Baptism is the washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. If someone is a Christian but isn’t baptized, would he or she go to 
            heaven after death?
2. Why do people need to be baptized then?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Forgiveness
Nate Saint was martyred by Waorani Indians in Ecuador in 1956, alongside missionar-
ies Jim Elliot, Roger Youderian, Pete Fleming, and Ed McCully. But the story didn’t end 
there! Nate Saint’s sister Rachel and Elisabeth Elliot, the widow of missionary Jim Elliot, 
went back to live and work among the Waodani people. In time, many of the Waodoni 
became Christians. It was a beautiful testimony to the power of forgiveness and the 
power of the gospel. 
Several years later, Nate Saint’s two children, Kathy and Steve, were baptized in the 
same river where their father had been killed. They were baptized by two of the men 
who had killed him. Kimo and Dyuwi had become Christians; they had repented of their 
sin and had found forgiveness in Jesus’s name. Steve and Kathy knew that they, too, 
were sinners, and needed forgiveness. By asking their father’s killers to baptize them, 
they testified that there is no sin that cannot be cleansed by Jesus’s blood.
Reflect on Nate Saint’s story. Do you think that you might be able to forgive in the 
way that the families of the murdered men did? What parts of the story show that the 
families of the murdered men had forgiven the Waodani people? Why did Steve and 
Kathy, even though they had been raised by missionaries, need to be baptized? Remem-
ber the part of the Lord’s Prayer that speaks of forgiveness. How do you think Steve’s 
and Kathy’s baptisms are a good illustration of “forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors”?

FRIDAY • Activity:
Matthew 28:19 is called “The Great Commission”. In this passage Jesus sends us, his 
disciples to be his witnesses to the nations. Yet there are many nations who have yet to 
hear the gospel. Many of these people groups live in an area that has become known 
as the “10/40 Window.” The 10/40 Window is the rectangular area of North Africa, the 
Middle East and Asia approximately between 10 degrees north and 40 degrees north 
latitude. It is often called “The Resistant Belt” and includes the majority of the world’s 
Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists, a population of 3.16 billion. In addition, the 10/40 win-
dow is home to the top 50 least evangelized megacities in the world.
Not only is the 10/40 Window the place where many people who have not ever heard 
the gospel live, but it is also home to the majority of the world’s poor. Of the poorest of 
the poor, more than eight out of ten live in the 10/40 Window.
Clearly the greatest need for missionary work is within the 10/40 window, yet the least 
amount of missionary eªort and resources are focused there (less than 3% of the mis-
sionary force and less than 2% of Christian income).
Jesus said that “the harvest is ripe but the laborers are few.” Take some time to pray for 
more laborers to reach the nations. Also pray for those who are giving their lives to the 
task of spreading the gospel to those in the 10/40 Window. 



WEEK 45
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Luke 3:16
John answered 
them all, saying, “I 
baptize you with 
water, but he who 
is mightier than I is 
coming, the strap 
of whose sandals 
I am not worthy 
to untie. He will 
baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and 
fire.”

Prayer:
Lamb of God, our 
baptism is a sign 
that we are saved 
not by our own 
righteousness, but 
because we have 
been given the 
righteousness of 
Christ. Let us not 
make baptism the 
object of our trust, 
but look instead to 
the cleansing work 
of Jesus, beauti-
fully depicted in 
baptism. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Is baptism with water the washing away of sin itself?

Answer (Memorize):
No, only the blood of Christ can cleanse us from sin.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Can people who are not baptized be saved?
2. Why does baptism need to happen in public?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Honesty
Show a picture of a crucible (a pot in which metals can be melted). 
This week’s Bible passage says that we will be baptized “with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.” What do you think it means to be baptized with fire. 
One way to think about it is to think about the purifying qualities of fire. 
Normally we think that fire only destroys, but that is not always the case. 
When precious metals like gold are taken out of the ground, they have 
impurities in them that need to be removed. One of the best ways to re-
move these impurities is to put the raw gold into a crucible and then melt 
it in a hot fire. The impurities would separate from the gold so that only 
the pure gold was left. In other words, the fire would help separate the 
true gold from that which was not true gold. 
The Holy Spirit does the same thing in our lives, and baptism is a sign of 
that process. Just as the fire separates out the true gold, the Holy Spirit 
helps us to know the truth and to remove all falsehood from our lives. 
The Holy Spirit helps us to have honesty and integrity. Sometimes, we 
don’t even know the lies in our lives. We believe lies that tell us we can’t 
control our temper or lies that tell us we can be good without God’s help. 
We may even start to tell other people these lies. When we are saved by 
God’s grace, which is demonstrated through baptism, God begins to wash 
away these lies. He may even use di�cult circumstances that feel like fire 
to show us the truth, but in the end, we will know what is true from what 
is not true.

FRIDAY • Activity:
Play a word association game using the words listed below. One person 
must read the listed word and then begin by saying a related word. Then 
the other players must take turns saying words that are directly related 
to the previous word stated. There can be no repeats or hesitations. If 
there is, that person is out and the game continues until there is a win-
ner. Choose another word from the list to continue the game. Hopefully 
the game will bring out lots of words related to baptism and help you to 
remember the lesson.
• Baptism • Water • Jesus • Sin • Forgiveness • Washed • Sign



WEEK 46
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
1 Corinthians 11:23–26
For I received from the 
Lord what I also deliv-
ered to you, that the 
Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed 
took bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This 
is my body which is for 
you. Do this in remem-
brance of me.” In the 
same way also he took 
the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in re-
membrance of me.” For 
as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.

Prayer:
Bread of Life, we take 
the Lord’s Supper in 
reverent obedience. We 
do not want to receive 
it unworthily, so we 
come in repentance and 
faith. Help us to forgive 
the sins of those who 
have sinned against us, 
especially the believers 
with whom we share 
the bread and the cup. 
May our partaking of 
this meal proclaim your 
saving death and our 
desperate need of it. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What is the Lord’s Supper?

Answer (Memorize):
Christ commanded all Christians to eat bread and to drink from the cup in 
thankful remembrance of him.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. I’ve heard someone say that the bread and wine literally turn into 
            Jesus’ body and blood. Is that right?
2. Can everyone partake in the Lord’s Supper?
3. Do all Christians have to celebrate the Lord’s Supper?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Trust
What does it mean to be humble? Does it mean that you are weak? Does 
it mean that you are not very good at what you do? 
Read Philippians 2:5-8. 
This passage clearly states that although Jesus is God—He could do any-
thing—he chose to take the humble step of going to death on the cross. 
He allowed himself to be beaten and mocked, even though he could have 
spoken one word and put to death all of those who were tormenting him. 
That’s an amazing example of humility. 
People who truly understand the Lord’s Supper participate in it with 
humility. By eating the bread and drinking from the cup, you are acknowl-
edging that you cannot save yourself. Only the humble know that they 
need Jesus! 
What is something that you cannot do alone without help from someone 
else? Just as we acknowledge our limitations and need for help in these 
daily activities, we acknowledge on a much bigger level that we need 
God as our Savior when we take the Lord’s Supper. It is easy to forget our 
need, so this sacrament helps us to remember.

FRIDAY • Activity:
On a table, place 15-20 items that you have collected around the house. 
Cover them up with a towel or sheet. Once everyone is ready, uncover 
the items allowing everyone to study them for five seconds; then quickly 
cover them up again. Ask everyone to write down as many items as they 
can remember. Uncover the items again and see how many items people 
can remember and what was forgotten. 
This is an exercise in remembering. Similarly, Communion is an exercise 
in remembering. If we can forget things that we are intentionally trying 
to remember in just five seconds, over time we can also forget the things 
that God has done for us. Jesus commands us to regularly celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper lest we forget the most important thing that God has done 
for us.



WEEK 47
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
1 Peter 3:18
For Christ also suf-
fered once for sins, 
the righteous for 
the unrighteous, 
that he might bring 
us to God. 

Prayer:
Conqueror of 
Death, we cele-
brate your finished 
work when we take 
the Lord’s Supper. 
May our eating be 
a confession of 
faith, that though 
we are unworthy, 
we have been 
joined together 
with the worthi-
ness of Christ. May 
we come to your 
table with repen-
tant hearts, putting 
away pride and 
self-su�ciency, 
enjoying the free 
grace you o�er to 
us. Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Does the Lord’s Supper add anything to Christ’s atoning work?

Answer (Memorize):
No, Christ died once for all

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Are you saying the Lord’s Supper isn’t that important?
2. Why do some churches call the Lord’s “Supper Communion”?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Perseverance
1 Peter 3:18 comes in the middle of Peter’s letter that is mostly about 
suªering.  Suªering is to be expected as part of the Christian life, and the 
truth that Christ died once for all should help people endure suªering and 
keep going in their Christian life. Peter says that although life may be full 
of di�cult battles, Christ has won! He has secured the Christian’s heaven-
ly home and has brought us into God’s family. 
How do you feel about suªering? What would help you persevere through 
suªering? Does having an eternal home to look forward to make a diªer-
ence?

FRIDAY • Activity:
Write a letter to yourself. In it, write down the things that you will need 
to remember in a few week’s time about the Lord’s Supper.  What are 
the things that you might otherwise forget about the importance of the 
Lord’s Supper, and what you have learned about the sacraments. Place it 
in an envelope and seal it. Mail it to yourself so that you can receive it and 
be reminded. 



WEEK 48
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
2 Thessalonians 
2:13
But we ought 
always to give 
thanks to God 
for you, brothers 
beloved by the 
Lord, because God 
chose you as the 
first fruits to be 
saved, through 
sanctification by 
the Spirit and be-
lief in the truth.

Prayer:
King Over All, you 
have brought us 
together as the 
family of God. 
Keep us faithful to 
worship together, 
to love one anoth-
er, and to provide 
for each other’s 
needs. Let our 
fellowship be gen-
uine, and help us 
to spur one anoth-
er on in the faith. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What is the church? 

Answer (Memorize):
A community elected for eternal life and united by faith, who love, follow, 
learn from, and worship God together.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Can people who do not trust in Jesus be members of God’s 
            church?
2. Aren’t there some countries where it’s illegal for Christians to meet 
            together?

THURSDAY • Virtue:  Love 
Create an ideas board. You can make it on a whiteboard by drawing 4 
large light bulbs at the top. Have ready two diªerent colors of sticky 
notes and some pens. Think of ways you could love your church family 
better. Write down your ideas on a sticky note, and then stick it on the 
ideas board. Remember that there are all diªerent types of people at 
church. You should think of ways to love all kinds of people. 
On a diªerent color sticky note, write down some ways you might be able 
to show God’s love to those outside the church. Stick your ideas on the 
ideas board. Together think of ways you can help each other put some of 
these ideas into practice.

FRIDAY • Activity:
On a piece of paper each person is to draw their own picture of a church. 
After a few minutes allow each one to show their picture and explain their 
picture. 
Did anyone draw a picture of a bride, a group of people, a flock of sheep 
or a human body? These are the pictures that the Bible uses to describe 
what the church should look like. Why do we often think of the church as 
a building even though the Bible talks about the church as people rather 
than a place? On the same piece of paper draw one of the images that 
the Bible uses to describe the church. Explain how that image is diªerent 
from the one that you first drew.



WEEK 49
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Ephesians 1:20–21
He raised him 
from the dead and 
seated him at his 
right hand in the 
heavenly places, 
far above all rule 
and authority and 
power and do-
minion, and above 
every name that is 
named, not only in 
this age but also in 
the one to come.

Prayer:
Risen and Ascend-
ed Lord, though 
you no longer walk 
this earth, you rule 
over us from your 
throne. All author-
ity and power are 
in you. Your name 
is above all names. 
Raise us up at the 
last day to live with 
you in your king-
dom. Amen. 

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Where is Christ now?

Answer (Memorize):
Christ rose bodily from the grave on the third day after his death and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. If Jesus is in heaven, how can he be with us here on earth?
2. Has Jesus always had a body?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Perseverance 
After nearly a month, a group of 17 missionaries (16 Americans and one Ca-
nadian kidnapped in Haiti during a trip to visit an orphanage) has yet to be 
seen alive. The missionary group is a part of the Christian Aid Ministries. The 
ages of the missionaries vary, but five of them are children with the youngest 
only 8 months old. Not much is known about the state of the victims, but a 
senior o�cial in the Biden administration confirmed there is proof of life for 
at least some of the victims. The leader of the 400 Mawazo gang released a 
video claiming responsibility for the attack and is demanding $17 million, $1 
million for each of the victims taken.  A close family member of one of the 
victims expressed gratitude for the outpouring of prayers and support from 
those in the community and around the country. The most important thing 
we can do for these victims and others imprisoned for the gospel is pray.
In Ephesians 1:18 Paul prays that the Ephesians would know the hope that 
they had been called to and the glorious inheritance of the saints. Paul is 
referring to all the blessings that Christians have in knowing and trusting 
Jesus both in this life and in eternal life. Understanding the Christian hope 
helps Christians persevere in life. We know that Jesus has not left us forever. 
One day he is going to return to take us to be with him forever.  What does 
it mean for someone who has been imprisoned for his or her faith to per-
severe? Not denying Christ is one way to persevere.  Another is to hope in 
eternal life, even if you know you may never make it out of prison alive. 
To find details about other Christians who are currently in prison for their 
faith, visit the website www.prisoneralert.com, a site operated by Voice of 
the Martyrs.  Spend a few minutes praying for the group in Haiti and an im-
prisoned Christian by name. Pray that they will know that Christ is seated at 
the right hand of God, and that this knowledge would lead to perseverance.

FRIDAY • Activity:
Read the Scripture references listed below. Be careful to write down ev-
erything that you learn about what Christ has done since his resurrection 
and where he is now. 
•  John 14:28 •  Luke 22:69 •  Colossians 3:1 •  Hebrews 1:3 •  1 Peter 1:8 

What is the significance of sitting at the “right hand of God”?  
What does this say about the deity of Christ? 
What does this mean for the Believer?



WEEK 50
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
1 Thessalonians 
4:13–14
But we do not 
want you to be un-
informed, brothers, 
about those who 
are asleep, that 
you may not grieve 
as others do who 
have no hope. For 
since we believe 
that Jesus died 
and rose again, 
even so, through 
Jesus, God will 
bring with him 
those who have 
fallen asleep.

Prayer:
Resurrecting God, 
make us mindful 
that death is not 
the end for us. 
Save us from the 
judgment we de-
serve, and make us 
faithful to implore 
others to flee from 
the wrath to come. 
We look in hope 
to the joy that 
will be ours when, 
saved from that 
wrath through the 
merits of Christ, 
we will be clothed 
with resurrected 
bodies to reign on 
a renewed earth. 
Amen.

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What does Christ’s resurrection mean for us?

Answer (Memorize):
Christ is now advocating for us in the presence of his Father and also sends us 
his Spirit.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. What happens to those who aren’t Christians when they die?
2. But can we really know for certain that we will be with Jesus?

THURSDAY • Virtue:  Perseverance
You will need some pictures of Joni Eareckson Tada. Joni is a woman who had a 
diving accident when she was seventeen years old that left her paralyzed from 
the neck down. After a significant struggle to come to terms with her paralysis, 
Joni finally believed that God had not forgotten her, and that he could use her 
for his glory. She started a Christian ministry to testify to God’s grace and kind-
ness and to point others to Jesus. 
One of the things Joni thinks about a lot is heaven and the new creation. Read 
these two quotes from Joni’s book Heaven: Your Real Home: 
I still can hardly believe it. I, with shriveled, bent fingers, atrophied muscles, 
gnarled knees, and no feeling from the shoulders down, will one day have a new 
body, light, bright, and clothed in righteousness—powerful and dazzling… .It’s 
easy for me to “be joyful in hope,” as it says in Romans 12:12, and that’s exactly 
what I’ve been doing for the past twenty-odd years. My assurance of heaven 
is so alive that I’ve been making dates with friends to do all sorts of fun things 
once we get our new bodies…. I don’t take these appointments lightly. I’m con-
vinced these things will really happen.
Christian hope makes a huge diªerence to Joni’s life. She knows that when she is 
raised from the dead, she will be given a new body that can do all the things her 
paralyzed body cannot. How might Christian hope aªect how you live?

FRIDAY • Activity:
What will heaven be like? On a piece of paper, using markers, color pencils or 
crayons do your best to draw what you think heaven may be like. When you are 
done share your picture explaining what you have drawn.
In 2 Corinthians 12:1-9, the Apostle Paul says that there are three heavens. The 
first heaven is the “sky” or the “firmament.” The second heaven is outer space 
(Genesis 1:14-18).The third heaven is the dwelling place of God. Jesus promised 
to prepare a place for true Christians in the “third heaven” (John 14:2).
The apostle John gave us the most descriptive image of what the “third heaven” 
will be like (Revelation 21:10-27). John witnessed that heaven (the new earth) 
possesses the “glory of God” (Revelation 21:11), the very presence of God. Be-
cause heaven has no night and the Lord Himself is the light, the sun and moon 
are no longer needed (Revelation 22:5). The city is filled with the brilliance of 
costly stones and crystal clear jasper. Heaven has twelve gates (Revelation 21:12) 
and twelve foundations (Revelation 21:14). The paradise of the Garden of Eden is 
restored: the river of the water of life flows freely and the tree of life is available 
once again, yielding fruit monthly with leaves that “heal the nations” (Revelation 
22:1-2). 
However eloquent John was in his description of heaven, the reality of heaven is 
far beyond the ability of finite man to describe (1 Corinthians 2:9). It is impossi-
ble to comprehend the splendor of heaven. However beautiful we dream it to be, 
it will exceed even that. We can only imagine!



WEEK 51
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Romans 8:34
Who is to con-
demn? Christ Je-
sus is the one who 
died—more than 
that, who was 
raised—who is at 
the right hand of 
God, who indeed is 
interceding for us.

Prayer:
Interceding Sav-
ior, you have not 
stopped showing 
compassion for 
your people. You 
were tempted 
in every way as 
we are, and you 
now intercede for 
us when we are 
tempted. Plead for 
us to your Father, 
for you are our 
advocate before 
the judge of all the 
earth. Amen

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
Of what advantage to us is Christ’s ascension? 

Answer (Memorize):
Christ is now advocating for us in the presence of his Father and also sends us his Spirit.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions:
1. Why do we need an advocate if Jesus dealt fully with our sins?
2. How can I know that Jesus is praying for me?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Perseverance
George Liele, an African American slave, was the first American missionary. He began 
his missionary work to Jamaica a decade before William Carey (presumed to be the first 
Baptist missionary) had set sail for India. 
Born a slave in Virginia, Liele was taken to Georgia in 1773 where he became a Christian 
in the church of his master, Henry Sharp. Sometime after Liele’s conversion, his own-
er, Henry Sharp, who was a Baptist deacon, gave Liele his freedom so he could pursue 
God’s call. Liele soon became concerned about the spiritual condition of his fellow slaves 
and began preaching to them. On May 20, 1775, he became the first ordained African 
American Baptist preacher in America. Liele preached for two years in the slave quarters 
of plantations surrounding Savannah. There he planted the first African American Baptist 
Church in North America, a church still in existence today.
In 1778, Henry Sharp was killed in the Revolutionary War. After his death, Sharp’s heirs 
took steps to re-enslave Liele. As a result of their actions, Liele was thrown in jail. Even-
tually, he was able to produce proper documentation concerning his freedom and was 
set free.
Soon after his release, Moses Kirkland, a colonel of the British army, befriended Liele and 
helped him leave the country. Kirkland helped pay for Liele’s trip to Jamaica, and after 
two years Liele paid this debt and obtained a certificate of freedom for himself and his 
family. 
In Jamaica, Liele found a land and a people who needed a missionary. By 1814 his 
missionary eªorts had produced, either directly or indirectly, some 8,000 Baptists in 
Jamaica. At times he was harassed by the white colonists and by government authorities 
for “agitating the slaves” and was imprisoned once for more than three years. However, 
George Liele continued to preach the gospel until he died in 1828. He may have begun 
life as a slave, but he lived as a free man in Christ. He left a rich legacy of thousands who 
were transformed by the good news of Jesus. 
In what ways does George Liele’s story of perseverance inspire you? What surprised you 
about this story? 

FRIDAY • Activity:
”Friends in high places” In this game you will pick a powerful or famous person that you 
will pretend is your friend. You will give clues to describe this “friend” by telling others 
what special things you get to do because of your special friend. Whoever guesses who 
your friend is will have a chance to choose their ”friend” and the game will continue with 
the others trying to guess who that person is. 
Example: I have a friend who could fly me almost anywhere in his private jet. We could 
have an amazing time on his $250 million super-yacht. He can get me into any Dallas 
Cowboys football game. He could introduce me to one of the players on the Dallas Cow-
boys. I might even appear next to him on television at a game. Answer: Jerry Jones.
Although there are significant privileges to being friends with famous or powerful 
people, there is no greater friend that we can have than Jesus! He owns the cattle on a 
thousand hills (Psalm 50:10). The earth is his and the fullness thereof (Psalm 24:1). All 
creation will bow at his name (Philippians 2:10-11). Everything belongs to him (Colos-
sians 1:16). Most importantly, his love for us is incomprehensible!



WEEK 52
SUNDAY
Read the chapter

MONDAY
Scripture:
Revelation 21:1–4
Then I saw a new heav-
en and a new earth, 
for the first heaven 
and the first earth had 
passed away, and the 
sea was no more. And 
I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard 
a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Behold, 
the dwelling place of 
God is with man. He 
will dwell with them, 
and they will be his 
people, and God him-
self will be with them 
as their God. He will 
wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, 
nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have 
passed away.”

Prayer:
Eternal God, we ea-
gerly await the fullness 
of your kingdom. We 
long for every tear to 
be dried. We groan for 
the day when we no 
longer struggle against 
the flesh. Let the sure 
hope of everlasting life 
give us courage to face 
the trials of this life. 
Amen. Maranatha!

TUESDAY • Key Question (Memorize): 
What hope does everlasting life hold for us?

Answer (Memorize):
It reminds us that this present fallen world is not all there is; soon we will 
live with and enjoy God forever in the new city, in the new heaven and the 
new earth, where we will be fully and forever freed from all sin and will 
inhabit renewed, resurrection bodies in a renewed, restored creation.

WEDNESDAY • Discussion Questions: 
1. Will eternity be boring?
2. So, will we be walking around in bodies?
3. Do people turn into angels when they die?

THURSDAY • Virtue: Hope
Many people in the world believe that after death, we will cease to exist. 
As Christians, we have the confident hope that we will not only continue 
to live, but that we will live in a much better place than our current, fallen 
world. Although we can’t fully imagine what life will be like without any 
sin, sickness, or death, thinking about what it would be like can fill us with 
hope! 
Write a letter from your future self to your present self. Use your imagina-
tion to describe what the new heavens and the new earth will be like. Also 
write advice to your present self based on knowing about this new earth 
in the future. Remember that the way the Bible talks about hope is not 
wishful thinking. Our hope is a confidence based on God’s Word!

FRIDAY • Activity:
Give each person a sticky note and pen.
Write your name on the top of the sticky note. Then write down the name 
of one person you would most like to meet if given the chance. It could 
be a sports star, a movie star, an author, singer, or someone who lives 
far away. On the same sticky note, write down the name of your favorite 
restaurant or favorite food. After collecting the sticky notes, ask each 
person if they would prefer to eat at their favorite restaurant or with their 
favorite person. One by one formulate the question for each person based 
upon their answers. For example, “David, would you rather have dinner 
with Lebron James at your house or eat dinner without him at Chic Fil A?” 

Hopefully you will conclude that eating with your favorite person is better 
than eating your favorite food at your favorite restaurant. Some places 
are really great, but spending time with incredible people is even better. 
Similarly, the presence of God will be the very best thing about the life to 
come. Certainly, in heaven we will get to experience the very best place 
in the very best company, but “heaven” is anywhere where the fullness of 
God dwells!
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